Note on Awareness Programme “Hazard, Vulnerability, Risk and Capacity
Profile of the District and Precautionary Measure – Community and
Administrative Perspectives” at Madikeri, Kodagu district, Karnataka held on
17th May, 2019
An awareness programme was conducted on 17th May 2019 at Zilla Panchayat
conference hall, Zilla Panchayat office, Madikeri, Kodagu district, Karnataka. The
was attended by Deputy Commissioner, Kodagu; Chief Executive Officer, Kodagu
Zilla Panchayat; Additional Deputy Commissioner, Kodagu; Joint Secretary, Kodagu
Zilla Panchayat, Assistant Director, Land Records, Madikeri; Deputy Superintendent
of Police, Kodagu; Regional Forest Officer, Kodagu; Joint Directors of various
government departments; Executive Engineer, Small Irrigation and Ground Water
Department;

Tashildars of Madikeri, Virejpet and Somwarpet Taluk; 60 nos. of

Panchayat Development Officers (PDO), 70 nos. of Revenue Inspector and Village
Accountants and 40 nos. of Nodal Officers identified by District Administration,
Kodagu. Shri. K V Maruthi, Director, Shri. Sunandan Basu and Shri. Amar Jyoti
Hatiboruah, Geologists represented GSI from State Unit Karnataka & Goa, Bengaluru
office.
Shri Shamsuddin, Assistant Director, land records, Kodagu district welcomed
all the participants and resource persons from GSI. Smt. Lakshmipriya, CEO Zilla
Panchayat, Kodagu in her opening remarks congratulated and appreciated the work
done by GSI team in Kodagu after the landslide disaster during august 2018. She
requested all the government officials to participate actively in all the deliberations of
awareness programme. Smt. Annies Kanmani Joy, Deputy Commissioner, Kodagu
district also appreciated GSI for their continuous technical support during and after
the disaster including technical guidance in rehabilitation site selection. She also
thanked the GSI team for identifying the vulnerable sites after meso-scale mapping
and opined that susceptible areas of NLSM map will be immensely helpful to the
District Administration in preparedness for landslide disaster, if any, in coming
monsoon. She urged all the participants to take maximum benefits from this
awareness programme.
The programme started with presentation by Shri KV Maruthi, Director on
landslide scenario in Karnataka and work carried out by GSI. In his talk he

highlighted the work carried out by GSI in Karnataka Since 2005 which includes post
disaster studies, landslide inventory, site specific studies, macro scale landslide hazard
zonation(1:25k), national landslide susceptibility mapping (1:50k) and meso scale
mapping (1:10k) which was initiated in Kodagu itself. He also urged the District
Administration authorities to utilise the vast data on landslides generated by GSI
readily available on GSI portal (www.gsi.gov.in). He also talked on “Preliminary
Post Disaster landslide investigation in Kodagu district during monsoon 2018”. He
elaborated the work carried out by GSI team in July-August-September,2018
including technical guidance in selection of rehabilitation sites for disaster victims.
The limitations due to poor accessibility and adverse weather condition during post
disaster studies in August 2018 were also explained. Shri. Sunandan Basu, Geologist
briefly discussed about work carried out on “Meso Scale (1:10k) landslide
susceptibility mapping in and around Makkandur and Hebbategeri areas, Kodagu”.
While giving the details of field observations, he emphasised on improving the land
use practises of the study area. The field map with landslides, surface cracks and
tentative vulnerable areas for coming monsoon was also described and discussed in
detail. The meso scale mapping for other block in and around Megathallu, Mokkodlu,
Niduvitu and Badikeri areas was also discussed by Shri. Amar Jyoti Hatiboruah,
Geologist. Geological control and structural influences in the area was explained in
detail along with field map with landslides, surface cracks and tentative vulnerable
areas. In the next lecture Shri. K V Maruthi, Director discussed on “Mitigation
Techniques, Role of Community and Dos and Don’ts for Landslides”. The mitigation
techniques, selection of proper mitigation measures, preventive measures were
discussed in detail. He also emphasised on the importance of role of the community in
disaster management. The dos and don’ts for landslides were explained with the help
of pictorial representation. His talk on dos and don’ts for landslides created keen
interest among the audience. The final lecture was on “Role and responsibility of
stakeholders in disaster management” by Shri. Amar Jyoti Hatiboruah, Geologist. He
discussed the necessity of smooth coordination between different stakeholders,
strategies for better policy management and clear approach for implementing the
policy in case of any disaster. The role of GSI as a nodal agency for landslides and
expectation from the stakeholders was also elaborated in detail. The session
concluded with open discussion and interaction. Quarries were mainly on issues like
early indication for landslides and preventive measures, response of community in

case of any disaster and how to create awareness among the village people. The GSI
team advised the audience to be alert and be aware of the landslide disaster but not to
spread rumours which create unnecessary panic. The session ended with the vote of
thanks from Shri. Prabhat Kalkura, consultant, UNICEF.
In the afternoon, officers from GSI attended a meeting along with geologists
of DGM, Karnataka and Shri. Prabhat Kalkura, consultant, UNICEF chaired by the
Deputy Commissioner, Kodagu at DC office. The Deputy Commissioner, Kodagu
congratulated GSI team for conducting the awareness programme effectively. She
also requested the GSI personnel to arrange two days training programme for the
geologists of DMG, Karnataka stationed at Madikeri on basic data collection on
landslides and monitoring.
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