A note on visit of Director General, GSI in Australian Geoscience Council
Convention (AGCC) 2018 at Adelaide, Australia from 14th to 18th, October
2018
Dr. Dinesh Gupta, Director General of Geological Survey of India and Co- President of
36th International Geological Congress (IGC) led a team of delegates visited Australia, Adelaide
from 11th to 23rd October 2018 and attended Australian Geoscience Council Convention (AGCC2018) at Adelaide to promote the 36th IGC to be held at Delhi from 2nd to 8th March, 2020.
The following members participated in the event from Geological Survey of India.
Dr Dinesh Gupta - Director General and Co- President of 36th IGC
Shri S. N. Bhagat – Director, DGCO, New Delhi
Shri V. Ramamurthy - Superintending Geophysicist, NM-1B, CHQ, Kolkata
The International Geological Congress (IGC) is a prestigious global geoscientific event
held every four years. India had, in accordance with the Cabinet approval (obtained on
26.04.2012), along with co-host neighboring countries, namely, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, bid at the 34th International Geological Congress in August, 2012 at Brisbane to host
the 36th IGC at Delhi-NCR in the year 2020. India with its co-host countries won the bid.
India will host the event through the joint efforts of the Ministry of Mines (MoM) and
Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) with active support from Indian National Science Academy
(INSA) and Science Academies of the co-host neighboring countries viz. Bangladesh, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. All major geoscientific institutions and organizations of the country will
also be associated. GSI has been designated as the Nodal Agency for organizing the event. The
prime objective in participate the AGCC-2018 at Adelaide, Australia to promote the 36th IGC 2020 among the geoscientists attending the event from various countries.
Australian Geoscience Council Convention (AGCC-2018) was held at the state-of-the-art
Adelaide Convention Centre, Australia between 14 and 18 October 2018. “Big Issues and
Ideas of Geoscience” was the main theme of this convention and this was the largest
Geoscience event held in The Asia Pacific Region since 2012. Various geoscientific communities
attended to integrate the observations and knowledge from across disciplines, including
geology, geophysics, geochemistry, hydrogeology, geography, geodesy, Earth observation and

geohazards. The event provides an opportunity from various Geoscience societies and
disciplines to share their ideas, views and build new partnerships & promote the value of
Geoscience to the society.
Recognizing the importance of promotion of the congress at various international fora,
the 36th International Geological Society, committed to have aggressive campaigning for 36th
IGC at AGCC-2018. With reference to this, a team of geoscientists headed by Dr. Dinesh Gupta,
Director General of Geological Survey of India and Co- President of 36th IGC had participated in
the event vide office order No.16/4/2017-Mines-II, dated; 11.10.2018 of Ministry of Mines.
Dr. Dinesh Gupta, Director General of Geological Survey of India and Co- President of
36th IGC inaugurated the booth of the 36th International Geological Congress on 15.10.2018 at
Australian Geoscience Council Convention (AGCC-2018) held at Adelaide Convention Centre,
Australia. The booth was set up by 36th IGC Secretariat, New Delhi under the outreach program
of 36th IGC. Dr. Richard Blewett, Branch Head, Mineral Systems, Resource Division of
Geoscience Australia was also present on inaugural occasion along with Shri S. N. Bhagat,
Director, DGCO, New Delhi and Shri V. Ramamurthy, Superintending Geophysicist, NM-1B, CHQ
of GSI at 36th IGC’s booth (Stall No’s 66&67).
Eminent Geo-scientists and Research scholar from various Countries, Geoscience Australia
delegates, visited the 36thIGC booth and the DG, GSI briefed about the preparation and ongoing
activities of 36th IGC scheduled to be held from 2-8 March 2020 at Delhi.

Business meeting
The delegation also had a technical discussion with Dr. Phill on project uncover and
other exploration stagey in Indian sub-continent. He has given a good compliment to 5mGal
RGMI gravity image and advised to make a 1 mGal map of India. Dr. Gupta also briefed the
NGPM project in GSI. In respect to Deccan Cover of India, Dr. Phill suggested that those areas
may be taken into part and work for closed space aero geophysical surveys, Geochemistry and
dating of samples up to 100m and followed by limited ground geophysical surveys.

Dr.Phill briefing about deep and concealed deposits.

Special Business meeting
Special meeting for signing on extension for Term of Reference (ToR) as per MoU
between GSI and Geoscience Australia was scheduled for preparing short and long term road
maps for capacity building and technological up gradation of GSI. Dr. Dinesh Gupta, Director
General, GSI signed on Extension of “Terms of Reference” (ToR) collaborating between
Geoscience Australia (GA) and Geological Survey of India (GSI with Dr. James Johnson, CEO,
Geoscience Australia, Department of Industry of Common Wealth of Australia.

DG, GSI & Co- President of 36th IGC at Adelaide along with his team of S/Shri S. N.
Bhagat, Director and V. Ramamurthy, Superintending Geophysicist made technical & bi-lateral
discussions with Geoscience Australia, CSIRO, state Geological Surveys of Australia and
Australian Universities to explore possibilities which will give quantum jump to the mineral
exploration activities of Geological Survey of India.

Dr. Dinesh Gupta, Director General, GSI and Dr. James Johnson, CEO, Geoscience Australia,
signing the Extension of “Terms of Reference” (ToR) at AGCC-2018.

Business meeting with
Head of University of Tasmania

Business meeting with Dr.Richard Blewett,
Geoscience Australia

Business meeting with Dr.Richard Blewett, Geoscience Australia and
Other State University Professors.

Business meeting with Geoscientist of
Geological Survey of NSW.

Business meeting with Geoscientist of
Geological Survey of Queensland

DG,GSI Interacting with Geoscientists of South Australia Drill Core Reference Library

Dr. Dinesh Gupta, DG, Interacting with Geoscientists of New Zealand in IGC Stall.

Mutual bilateral meetings
The DG, GSI along with the team of delegates had a meeting with Tasmania University,
Australia on knowledge-sharing and mutual enhancement of skills in the field of Geo-science,
GSI ready to give training programs for young and talented geo-scientists of Tasmania
University post-graduate students and research scholars in the field of geology and geophysics
for a fortnight at GSITI, Hyderabad. The Tasmania University, Australia also offered short term
courses on exploration targeting, isotope chemistry, mineral exploration data analysis for
young geologists and geophysicists of GSI. The sponsored organization has to bear the entire
cost of course for 15days. In addition to these, University of Tasmania in Australia, Centre for
Ore Deposit and Earth Sciences (CODES) had developed ore deposit research training
programs for young geo-scientists. Training programs are of two years tenure:
I.
II.
III.

Volcanology and mineralization in volcanic terrains
Exploration in brown field terrains
Ore deposit models and exploration strategies

Promotional talk
A promotional talk on preparatory of the 36th IGC was delivered by Dr. Dinesh Gupta,
Director General of Geological Survey of India and Co- President of 36th IGC at closing
ceremony of AGCC-2018 at Adelaide, Australia. The DG, GSI briefed about the preparedness of
Geological Survey of India for upcoming IGC-2020.He also talked about filed traverses,
exhibitions and venue etc in his talk. There was quite good response from the international
community and most of the foreign delegates desired to present in field escursions and
technical deliberations. Exhibitors also showed interest to visit India during IGC – 2020.

Promotional talk by Dr. Dinesh Gupta, DG, GSI and Co-President 36th IGC At AGCC-2018
closing ceremony plenary session.

Takeaways
The event was organized with a well-organized scientific program related to mineral
exploration and societal issues. The registration process and technical sessions were conducted
well. There were good numbers of oral and poster presentations. 36th IGC made an emphatic
presence at AGCC-2018. A large number of participants visited the 36th IGC stall. The
participation at AGCC-2018 was successfully completed and expected to participate maximum
number of delegates across the world for participation in 36th IGC. The presence of 36th IGC

was well justified and created a platform for global partners and business entities in the field of
exploration of minerals and promote 36th IGC.

Visit to South Australia Drill Core Reference Library, Adelaide
DG, GSI along with his team visited drill core library Geoscience Australia on 19.10.2018
at Adelaide for further strengthening of exploration programme under project Uncover.

Glimpses of South Australia Drill Core Reference Library, Adelaide
___________

