56th Meeting of Central Geological Programming Board held at NASC Complex, ICAR,
Pusa New Delhi on 9th and 10th February, 2017
The 56th Central Geological Programming Board (CGPB) meeting was held on 9 th and

10th February, 2017 at A.P. Shinde Symposium Hall, NASC Complex, Indian Council of

Agricultural Research, Pusa, New Delhi. Shri Balvinder Kumar, Secretary (Mines) chaired the
two days of deliberations. The meeting began with lighting of lamp by the dignitaries on the dais

followed by Invocation. Shri M. Raju, Director General, Geological Survey of India (GSI) &
Member Secretary, CGPB and Dr. N.K. Singh, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Mines graced the

occasion. Representatives from 24 State DGMs, 19 Government Organizations and 14
stakeholders from industries and invitees also participated in the two-day deliberations.
Secretary (Mines) released following GSI Publications during the meeting:

i) Coal fields of North-East India, Bulletin series-A, No. 45, Vol. 1, 2 nd Revised Edition.

ii) Dinosaurs of Gujarat, GSI Special Publication no.160.

iii) Misc. Publication-30: Geology & Mineral Resources of Punjab (in Hindi), Jammu &
Kashmir (In Hindi), U.P. & Uttarakhand (In Hindi) and Gujarat (In Gujarati).

iv) Glimpses of States: Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu
& Kashmir, Delhi, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Kerala.

v) Brochures on a) Activities, Capabilities & Achievements of ‘Remote Sensing and Aerial
Survey (RSAS)’ and b) ‘Online Core Business Integrated System (OCBIS)’.

The Chairman CGPB in his address spoke about India’s huge potential of untapped

mineral resources and stressed upon the contribution of mining sector in the growth of country’s

GDP. He highlighted about the reforms that have been brought in mining sector after the

MMDR Amendment Act 2015. He also informed the House that during 2016-17, twenty one
mining leases were auctioned worth Rs.94,000 crores and during 2017-18, 300 leases may be

available for auctioning by the States. He further stated that Ministry of Mines has engaged SBI

CAP to redraft the Offshore Mineral Development Act which will ensure resources worth nearly
Rs.30,000 crores. He congratulated GSI for launching the Online Core Business Integrated

System (OCBIS) and creation of National Geo-science Data Repository (NGDR) which will help
bringing data generated by GSI and other stakeholders on a single platform with more effective
data dissemination.
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Shri M. Raju, Director General, GSI placed 16 G2 level mineral exploration reports of

Field Season 2015-16 to the Ministry of Mines for handing over the reports to respective State

DGMs for auctioning of mineral blocks. A volume, with dossiers of 16 G4 exploration
programmes, was also handed over to the Ministry to be given to private stakeholders for
carrying out regional exploration work.

GSI also announced that aero-geophysical survey over the OGP and adjacent areas in

four selected blocks totalling an area of about 2 lakh sq km spread mainly over Rajasthan,

Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra will be taken up with
300m line spacing and 80m flight altitude through outsourcing for targeting possible locales of
mineral deposits.

During the two-day meeting, the members deliberated upon and discussed the Follow up

Action of the 55th CGPB meeting held in February 2016 and various new Agenda issues of the
stakeholders pertaining to different Missions of GSI. For the Field Season Year 2017-18,
Shri M. Raju, Director General, GSI placed about 816 scientific projects for deliberations of the
Board including 343 programmes for baseline data generation through ground, aerial and marine

surveys, 198 programmes under mineral exploration, 38 programmes on geoinformatics
(information dissemination), 142 programmes on fundamental and multidisciplinary geoscience
and 95 courses for training and capacity building for its own human resource as well as for the

States and also for other organisations/countries. A number of presentations on different themes
were made by Mission Heads of various Missions detailing their activities. A live demonstration
of the OCBIS was also made.

Shri Balvinder Kumar, Chairman, CGPB expressed satisfaction and pleasure on the

outcome of the deliberations and suggestions given by stakeholders during the meeting. He

assured all the stakeholders that Ministry of Mines will extend all possible help for the
development of the mineral industry in India.

2

Lighting of the lamp during the inauguration of the 56 CGPB meeting

Secretary, Mines & Chairman, CGPB, Director General, GSI and Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Mines engrossed in the discussion
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Release of GSI publication during the meeting

Shri Balvinder Kumar, Secretary, Mines addressing the members of CGPB
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Presentation of memento to Shri Balvinder Kumar by Shri B.D. Thappa, ADG & HoD,
SR, GSI

Shri M. Raju, Director General, GSI addressing the gathering
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Dr. N.K. Singh, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Mines delivering his address during the
concluding session

Team Accenture explaining OCBIS Portal to Secretary, Mines
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Delegates engrossed in discussion during the meeting

Delegates participating in the meeting
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