
Brief profile of Shri Rajendra Singh Garkhal, Director General, GSI 

Shri Rajendra Singh Garkhal was born in the year 1962 in Pithoragarh district of 

Uttarakhand. He did MSc in Geology from Kumaun University, Nainital and joined 

Geological Survey of India in 1986 as a Geologist. He worked in various capacities in 

different domains of geoscience before taking on the mantle of the Director General on 

30th March 2021. During his long professional career, he served the department in 

Rajasthan, Sikkim, Delhi and at Central Headquarter at Kolkata.  

Shri Garkhal has a vast experience in different fields of geoscience, including 

Systematic Geological Mapping, Geochemical Mapping, Mineral Exploration, 

Metallogeny, Map compilation, etc. He carried out Systematic Geological Mapping of 

‘Deccan Traps’ in Saurashtra, Rajkot, Junagarh and Amreli districts of Gujarat, and 

Second-Generation Mapping of ‘Aravalli Fold Belt’ in parts of Udaipur district, Rajasthan. 

As one of the pioneer workers of the National Geochemical Mapping project, he carried 

out geochemical mapping in Rajasthan. He also remained associated with many 

basemetal, emerald and gold exploration projects and carried out, inter alia, detailed 

mineral investigation of carbonate hosted Pb-Zn mineralization and volcanogenic 

massive sulphide deposits in various parts of Rajasthan. One of his notable contribution 

in the field of mineral exploration and metallogeny was in the detailed mineralogical, 

structural, petrological and chemical characterisation of the emerald belt of Rajasthan. 

Keeping in view his contributions as a field geologist and his deep understanding of the 

subject, Shri Garkhal was regularly invited as a guest faculty by the GSI Training 

Institute. Later, he also served as the Director of the Field Training Centre, Zawar 

(Udaipur), Rajasthan and guided the budding geologists, both from within and outside 

GSI. Shri Garkhal has a number of scientific publications to his credit, and has 

participated in several seminars, workshops and conferences, both in India and abroad. 

Under his able leadership and guidance, GSI continues to rise further and attain 

newer heights in facilitating continuous convergence between government, industry and 

academia in geology and mining sectors for the development of our country.  

 

 


