
 

 

From Director Generals Desk 

On the Independence Day 

 

 

Dear “Team GSI”, 

I extend my heartfelt wishes for the 74th Independence Day Celebration in GSI. Today, 

as we celebrate the spirit of freedom, our salute goes out to numerous freedom fighters who 

fought for the independence of the country. Great were our forefathers who gifted us the identity 

of being an independent country where the sovereign power of deciding our destiny rests with us. 

Naturally, unbridled freedom brings about a huge responsibility on our shoulders. Recalling the 

memory lanes of GSI, we have a glorious past entwined with the progress of the country while 

serving erstwhile East India Company followed by the British Crown and then for our 

Independent India. During the initial Oldham days, the essence of GSI resided in laying the basis 

of mineral exploration, especially coal, unraveling geography and geology of the country, 

advising in laying out of railway network and all other works expected by the authorities. With 

time, as the organization went on adding numerous mineral resource inventory, it grew in stature. 

In the process, GSI has evolved tremendously and is considered one of the elite geological 

surveys of the world. The nation acknowledges our achievements and expects us to contribute to 

the progress of the economy of India.  

On the eve of our Independence Day, it is time to savor the flavor of being a citizen of an 

Independent, proud nation. It is time to take professional pride in being a part of this elite 

organization. It is also the time to take note that our activities, apart from being a geoscientific 

organisation, are far beyond. We take pride in leading the nation in fields of fundamental 

geological research, in the field of generation of much-coveted baseline geoscience data for 

mineral exploration and natural hazard mapping and mitigation measures etc. Our geoscientists 

are no less than brave soldiers as they work selflessly in hostile regions of deserts, dense forests, 

the uncharted himalayas, arctic, and antarctica. We need to value our contributions and be proud 

of our achievements. 

As with every organization, with times, it needs to reorient its vision and, thereby, 

become more relevant to the country than ever before. With the expectation of the society 



increasing leaps and bound, it is always necessary to take stock of our commitments and envision 

a way forward.  

My journey with you all has been a story of continuous understanding of the rich legacy of the 

elite organization, and, I am glad to share my thoughts on how GSI can reorient and align to a 

Vision 2030. Let me share my ideas on this august occasion. 

 We envision to fortify our quest on baseline geoscience data generation, analysis, and 

interpretation. This is a forte which is unparallel. The ongoing initiatives have a huge 

canvas that covers NGCM,NGPM,NAGPM,STM, etc. to name a few. With time, STM 

will come in a big way, for there lies one of the core competencies of the organization.  

 The geophysical components of baseline data generation are big ambitious plans. The 

National Magneto-Telluric Mapping (Ind MAP) and Magneto Telluric profile along NSP 

of DGH will generate the highest quality subsurface data for quality research and 

exploration. 

 Similarly, another program that will be a game-changer in the ongoing initiatives is the 

Heliborne (AEM) Survey of selective mineral belts & mobile cratons of deep seated 

concealed formation likely to yield mineral targeting. 

 In the mineral exploration arena, the thrust is to go for hitherto unknown concealed 

mineral systems. These programs need state of the art sophisticated data generation 

analysis amalgamated with equally intelligent geological interpretation and modeling. I 

am sure that our geoscientists are geared up to take up challenges. Notably, amongst them 

are project Uncover, RMT etc., which are conceived through collaboration with 

Geoscience Australia. 

 Given the focus on E-mobility, the country is in need of augmenting critical and energy 

minerals. In our FSPs, we will reorient our exploration strategy and give focus on critical 

minerals which will be a significant import substitution prospect.  

 We need to document, preserve and utilize the hard-earned priceless core samples.Our 

efforts will be to create world-class core libraries complete with digital data for data 

mining and application. 

 You will be happy to note that our organization has started a system of early warning of 

landslides. GSI is already a nodal agency for landslide and will aspire to be an important 

component of the National Disaster Management Programmes.  

 Similarly, in matters of baseline geoscience data for disaster management, we have a 

vision to fully integrate ourselves with the neighbouring countries. 



  National scale glaciology program needs a big thrust wherein GSI will play the lead in 

collaborations and decadal monitoring, understanding, and utilization of glacial data for a 

better understanding of the Glacial systems of Himalayas. 

 Marine Baseline Survey, including mapping of mineral occurrences driving the country 

in areas of the BLUE economy, is another vision of GSI. In this context, GSI will try to 

take on board the mineral exploration activities for India and IORA countries. 

 Collaborations are the need of the hour. While we are doing great, it is always desirable 

to go for national and international collaborations in all possible domains. In the coming 

decades, we envision greater collaborations and up-gradation of our geoscientists through 

exchange programs leading to learning, training, and sharing of knowhow and capacity 

building.  

These are a few considered ideas which I am sure will take us forward and make GSI more and 

more relevant and essential to the nation. Mr. Stewart Brand and his team put out famous and 

legendary several issues of The Whole Earth Catalog, and then when it had run its course, they 

put out a final issue. It was in the mid-1970s. Interestingly, on the back cover of their final issue 

was a photograph of an early morning country road, the kind of early morning walkers are 

lucky to see. Beneath, it was their farewell words: “Stay Hungry.” Stay Hungry & Stay 

motivated. I wish “Team GSI” will remain curious about the earth system sciences for greater 

cause of geoscientific discourse and pursue the passion through perseverance and resilience. 

 

Jai Hind. 

 

 

 


